Restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis rules out cross-infection among renal patients with tuberculosis.
A cluster of five cases of tuberculosis occurred on a renal unit in 1993. The initial impression was that this was an outbreak, and cross-infection was suspected. Restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis was carried out on the strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis isolated from these cases, using a DNA probe directed against the insertion sequence IS6110. DNA fingerprints obtained by this method differed for all the strains tested, ruling out cross-infection as a cause of the outbreak. This technique is a useful adjunct to standard epidemiological investigations in outbreaks of tuberculosis.